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July brought the very sad 
news that the founder of this 
group, Peter had passed 
away after treatment for  
cancer.  
 
We were asked by his family 
to help dismantle his layout 
and sell his stock. An        
emotionally daunting task 
but at least his collection will 
remain on the Island and on 
the layouts of his friends and 
fellow modellers. 
 
A warm welcome to our new 
members Bob and Colin.  
 
Happy Modelling 
 
 

 
Next Meeting  

Thursday 15th September 

From  6pm to 10pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Ronnie 

Farewell to Maggicombe 
and its maker 
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Two views of Peter  layout Maggicombe, taken by Terry  
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 NEWS FROM NITON SIDINGS  

We were all very sad to learn of Peter’s death,   
elsewhere in this newsletter there is a tribute    
written by Martin. Peter was certainly a man of 
many talents and whom it was a privilege to meet 
and know.  
 
Some of us were able to go to his thanksgiving     
service in Ryde when we heard more about this    

 
extraordinary man’s life. Peter will be much missed 
by his family and our group. 
 
It is good that the modular layout is progressing, 
thank you Ken and to those who are doing the     
corner boards. 
 

The stock from Peter’s layout, will be available till 
the end of year and the raffle will be drawn at the 
close of the Open Day. Thank you to those who 
have made purchases. I know the family              
appreciate all we have done and we are grateful 
for the money it has raised for the group.  
 

If you want to exhibit a layout at the Open Day let 
Terry know as soon as possible. Flyers are now 
available, we need them out across the Island 
please. 
Happy modelling 

Richard 
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My new module, a DC/DCC layout, has a new name NITOWN ENTERPRISES,  
a small industrial park.  

Enter the raffle to win this loco and coaches. 



I met Peter back in 1997 when I first moved to 
the Island. As Group Leader, I phoned him to 
see about joining the Isle of Wight N Gauge   
Society Area Group. I was somewhat              
apprehensive as I arrived at my first meeting 
as I had never attended an area group meeting  
before. I needn’t have worried. Peter              
immediately welcomed me, made me feel ‘at 
home’ and a valued participant. This is     
something I later realised was one of Peter’s 
main attributes. Whenever a new member 
joined, he welcomed them to the ‘fold’ and was 
always full on encouragement. No matter what 
standard of modeller, or whatever aspect of 
the hobby a person enjoyed, he was never     
disparaging. He was a great believer that      
everybody should enjoy the hobby in whatever 
form it took. He ran the group with a gentle 
discipline where friendship was the             
foundation. It must have been frustrating for 
him at times as he encountered ‘Island apathy’! 
Despite this he continued to drive the group 
forward and remained group leader for over 
25 years.  

Peter’s personal pleasure came from running 
trains to a sequence. Something he took great 
lengths to plan. His vast layout Maggicombe 
(named after his beloved wife Margaret) was 
initially installed in an upstairs bedroom. This 
was later moved to the refurbished and             
repurposed garage. Every time I visited I     
marvelled at how he knew where all the trains 
were and what switches needed to be pressed 
to get them to run. The layout grew and was 
modified many times. Each reiteration was 
driven by a quest for a new operational         
variation. Peter was ‘Southern Region Green’ 
through and through. We knew this and he 
made it very clear. When Peter hosted the 
group meeting, some of us (me, Ken and John) 
took great pleasure in trying to get Peter to 
run the most inappropriate stock. Particularly 
if it was red – LMS, EWS, it didn’t matter! We 
would say “I think you are coming over to the 
‘dark side’ Peter? To this he merely looked 
over his glasses with a wry smile and said         
“ I think not!”  
 
           Continued Over 

GOODBYE PETER 

Tributes to a wonderful man who will be sorely missed 
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I was very pleased to be able to obtain some items from 
the collection of Peter. I was on the IOW for some years 
doing N gauge before contacting Peter regarding the 
group. I was immediately invited to the next meeting 
held in his house in Ryde. Peter was a very congenial 
man who made this new man very welcome just as long 
as you slipped Southern or the colour green into conver-
sations at every opportunity. His wonderful layout in-
spired me as I’m sure it inspired others. However I     
regret I was unable to share his enthusiasm for            
formalised timetables and train formations.  

Goodbye Peter as you leave us on that "last train". 

I joined the group in 2018 and Peter immediately made 
me feel welcome. I remember him being very helpful 
and encouraging when I took over this newsletter. He 
was always willing to host meetings and show us the 
latest additions to Maggicombe. Peter was a real         
gentleman with a wonderful sense of humour and an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of all things Southern. We 
used to meet for coffee when I went on shopping       
expeditions to Ryde, future trips to Ryde will never be 
quite the same now he has gone.  

 

Ronnie 

Darkside Paul 

I spent many a happy hour chatting with Peter, 
whether it was during one of the groups ‘road 
trips’ to Warley or at home. When we met it 
was always the same greeting – “Martin, dear 
chap. How the devil are you? Come on in” 
Through our mutual backgrounds in                 
Aerospace, his in the military, mine in industry, 
we seemed to hit it off. He told great stories of 
his time in the RAF working with Lightnings 
and Tornados, his personal interaction with 
staff, and of his journeys throughout the world 
and Britain. I was always thoroughly               
entertained, even if I had heard the story a   
couple of times before! 
 
He was a very generous person. Always willing 
to help and support others. My own                  
recollections are linked with the N Gauge 
Group. He was one of the early members of the 
Society (membership number 244) and was 
rightly proud that he was granted ’lifetime 
membership’ status some years ago. Something 
he loved to remind us of when our membership 
renewal came around! Often he would go to 
someone’s house to help wire a layout, or       
advise on a design matter. Whenever someone 
was short of an operator with a layout at one of 
the Island shows, Peter would step up and help. 

Peter could always be relied upon and would 
contribute whenever possible. He was involved 
in many other groups and societies both on the 
Island & further afield. This included working 
on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway as a guard 
and I believe, he even edited the magazine. He 
was always a very positive person. Even in     
later years having lost his beloved Margaret, 
understandably he lost a little of his ‘spark’. 
However he never wallowed in self-pity or  
negativity even when faced with a cancer       
diagnosis. He was always trying to move        
forward personally and planning the next          
development of Maggicombe. 
 
I shall miss Peter greatly. His kindness, sense of 
humour and generosity will always be             
remembered. He was a true gentleman, a loyal 
colleague and a much loved friend. The world 
has lost an exceptional individual, an                 
inspirational N Gauge modeller, and a stalwart 
of the N gauge Society. One of the nicest people 
you could ever wish to meet. 
 
Goodbye Peter & have fun running that giant 
layout up there in heaven! 
 

 
Martin  
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M A G G I C O M B E 

Below: Maggicombe’s diesel yard disappears! On days when Peter wanted to run steam only,  

The diesels were hidden from view.  
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The very first issue of N Gauge Wight 
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The very first issue of N Gauge Wight 
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Notes from the last meeting 

The August meeting was well attended with 15 attendees and 

two apologies. We welcomed two new members Bob and 

Colin.  

Peter’s stock is selling well and will be available until the 

open day after which it will be advertised in the NGS           

classified section.  

There is a raffle for the loco that was presented to Peter by 

the group, also included is a rake of coaches. The raffle will be 

drawn at the Open Day.  

Richard has organised leaflets advertising the Open Day, they 

will be available at the September meeting and need to be 

distributed as widely as possible.  

Public liability insurance for the Open Day was discussed, 

Richard was quoted £96 but since then he has spoken to the 

lady who hires out the village hall, and it turns out that we 

will be covered by their insurance.  

We need someone to do PAT testing for the Open Day,       

Stephen will contact Jeremy The Washing Machine Wizard, to 

find out whether he will be able to help. In case Jeremy isn’t 

available, if you know of anyone else who can do PAT testing 

please let Richard know.  

Richard thanked Martin for his excellent tribute to Peter.   

There was a discussion regarding Group shirts— see page 13 

for details. 

The NGS will be holding a bumper event to celebrate  N Gauge 

in York on 13th&14th May 2023 see their website for details.  

Paul M handed out copies of the financial statement, if you 

would like a copy please contact him.                                          

Colin M reminded members to keep checking the website for 

the latest N gauge news, and items for sale. There are a few 

companies listed on the website that give IOWNGS members a 

discount.  

There will be a list for you to sign at our next two meetings.      
It will help with organising the day if you could sign to        
confirm you will be there and what job you will be                
responsible for. 

This is the list of jobs: 

1. I will be there all day, or am/pm. (pm includes packing up 
and tidying the hall) 

2. I will be able to help with setting up on the Friday evening 
6.00pm - 10pm 

3. I will help to run the modular layout. 

4. I will be running my own module. 

5. I will be bringing a free standing layout. (Details to Terry) 

6. I will man the pay/entrance table* 

7. I will oversee the kitchen and exhibitors refreshments.* 

8. I will man the sales table and run the raffle.* 

We hope everyone will enjoy the day and that this will be first 
of many.                                                                                             
Please give your response to Terry as soon as possible. 

 * These jobs can be shared 

 

 Richard and Terry. 
Leaflets for the Open Day have been printed and will be 

handed out to members at the September meeting. Please 

help to distribute them far and wide. 

OPEN DAY NEWS 
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Group Shirts  

now available to order 

Right: Ken and Terry’s layouts 

Left: John and his vintage Hornby layout.  

Terry’s Folly Lodge and          

Richard’s  Wightwater module 

Another successful garden party with trains was held in Stephen’s garden in August and was  

well attended despite the sweltering weather conditions. 

If you’re looking for something to wear at the Open Day 

one of these might just fit the bill. Details for ordering 

have been sent out by email. All the information is           

repeated on the last page of this newsletter for those of 

you receive communication through the post.  
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NOTICEBOARD 
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https://modelrailiow.uk/


From Martin’s Workbench 

I have now completed my Engineer’s coaches based on 
earlier Graham Farish Poole models of 57' and  4 wheel  
vehicles. They have had the roof and underframe modi-

fied and crew members added. These are accompanied 
by a pair of Bachmann 30T Bolster wagons that have 
been repainted in black and as usual, heavily weathered! 

I have also completed my set on N Gauge Society 
NACCO Timber carrier wagons. These are lovely kits 
and produce an excellent model. To go with them I have 
purchased 4 Revolution Trains IWA Timber Carriers. 
These come complete with extra stanchions that allow 
wagon variations to be accommodated. Both designs 
are great models and complement each other. They 
have all been weathered and as is usual for me, one side 
more than the other so I have two wagons for the price 
of one! 

Much time has also been spent checking and cataloguing 
Peter’s collection ready for the next meeting. 

The big news is that I have had a few sessions wiring my 
test layout called Deacons Lane and the first loco has     
successfully run. Only one minor problem was               
encountered with my wiring but that was resolved with 
a little patience! A further session has been spent tidying 
up my wiring and fitting the covers on the 25 pin 'D'   
connectors. Track adjustments have been necessary as 
there seems a little movement since originally laid. That 

now leaves me further track adjustments on the           
traverser and completing my control panel. This requires 
a diagram to be made and then a plastic face plate to tidy 
things up. The fun part can then commence - ballasting 
and making a start on the scenery. I am really pleased 
with my progress and happy that at last I have an        
operational layout again!! 

Engineer’s Coaches  -  Above in olive and below in black 

NGS NACCO Timber Carriers (above left) and Revolution Trains IWA Timber Carriers (above right)  
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Isle of Wight Layout News 

Paul B  

“Work on Caton has been minimal due to the 
very hot weather. I have been keeping an eye 
on the track as it is not unknown in very hot 
weather for the track to be put under expan-
sion stress and pop out of the sleepers....time 
will tell.”  

Paul has been running the locos he got from 
Peter’s collection, despite being a very nice 
model, the Brighton Belle has fiddly couplings, 
lights that don’t change direction when it does,  
and railing it is a challenge. He’s also been 
making lineside cable runs from florist’s wire 
which is ideal for the task.  

Ken 

Ken has been busy working on sections of the 
modular layout.  

He treated himself to a brand new Graham 
Farish 769 DMU.  

Colin M 

Colin M has a new layout purchased at a      
bargain price off eBay. Horndean is progress-
ing well as is the ‘Children’s Layout’ for the      
Open Day.  

Ronnie 

“I was presented with a blank canvas in the 
form of a corner module to transform into 
Maggicombe Station. I was given buildings 
from Peter’s layout to work with, they have 
required a bit of TLC as they were damaged by 
being uprooted from his baseboard. The     
module is progressing well and will be ready 
for the October meeting.”  

Colin B 

brought along a very nice 009  layout for us to 
see. The controller doesn’t work and he needs 
help repairing it.  

Bob E  

Is busy working on a module. 

Terry  

 Is also working on a corner module and         
running his ‘new’ locos.  

Stephen 

Has been helping his grandsons run trains as 
fast as they can and has added a loop to his 
layout. The recent garden party was slightly 
down on numbers compared to last year but 
nevertheless raised £600. 

 

WANTED 
Terry can find space in the hall on the Open Day for a few more layouts.  

If you would like to display a layout that is N gauge, compact, portable and scenically complete 

please contact Terry   
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