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Happy New Year.  
 
We have lots to look forward 
to this year with a show at 
the Steam Railway and our 
own Open day in October. 
 
With this in mind why not 
have a go at building a micro 
layout to be displayed at the 
Open Day? They are inexpen-
sive to make and easy to 
build, you probably already 
have most of what you would 
need at home.  
 
Please note the extended 
hours of the February  
meeting.  
 
Happy Modelling 

 
 
 

 
Next Meeting  

Thursday 16th February 

From  10am to 10pm  

Whitwell Village Hall 

Ventnor Road 

Whitwell PO38 2PU 

(The hall will be open from 

10am) 

Please note the early  

starting time.  

 

 

 

 

Ronnie 
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Don’t forget to order your Island Line train from Revolution Trains 

Richard’s micro layout that makes clever use of Kato track  



 NEWS FROM NITON SIDINGS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January, a new month, a new year and new plans.  
One thing you can be sure of time does not stand still 
and with the new year ahead of us we have a lot to  
look forward to. 
 

 

Further work on the modular layout at         
Whitwell. 

Our AGM in March. 
The Steam Railway weekend in May. 
Stephen’s Garden Party in August. 
Our Open Day in October. 
Build a railway in a case. 
 

Dates for 2023 have been circulated, to those on email, 
they are on the website and in this newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks are due to Ronnie for all that she does to keep 
us connected and to Paul for looking after our finances. 
On the subject of finances, whilst we have a healthy   
situation, we need to maintain this so that we can meet 
the charges of hiring the hall, putting on an Open Day, 
maybe an exhibition in future years and replacing parts 
of the layout. 
 
We are very fortunate in having the use of Whitwell  
Village Hall; compared with other halls it is a fraction of 
the cost, however we must not be complacent that they 
will not increase their charges in line with other halls in 
the future. In the meantime, it is good that existing 
members can benefit, this year only, in a reduction of 
our membership fee. 
 
In future, funds that we may receive should be there for 
the un-expected. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in February and thank 
you to those who are coming in to work on the layout in 
February and March. 
 

 

Richard 
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I am sure we were all impressed with the “Small N Gauge Workings” 
that Ian and Kevin brought to our Open Day last year. 
How about a project for this year?  
Could you build a small layout in a case? 
Nothing too complicated but just enough to show the flexibility of N 
Gauge and to demonstrate your modelling skills. 
Rumour has it that Ronnie has an idea to build one in an old suitcase! 
I have started this one to be known as “Wayside” 

 

How about coming up with a plan for our next meeting? 

Richard 

Can you make a layout in  

a box or a case? 
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You can have a lot of fun building a 

micro layout as demonstrated by the 

layouts displayed at our Open Day. 

They can be housed in almost any 

type of box or container. There is 

even a company in Yorkshire that 

makes micro layouts in vintage    

suitcases. Have a look at their       

website here:  

www.suitcasetrains.com 

 

Micro Inspirations 

February 16th 10.00 am to 10.00pm. Morning and 
afternoon work on the modular layout. Evening from 
7.00pm monthly meeting. 

March 16th  Monthly meeting 6.00pm to 10.00pm. 
AGM 7.00pm. 

April 20th   2.00pm to 10.00pm. Work on modular 
layout and monthly meeting. 

May 12th  2.00pm (tbc) set up layouts at                 
Havenstreet for Steam Railway weekend. 

May 13th  8.00am to 5.00pm  Steam Railway     
Weekend  -  Havenstreet. 

May 14th  8.00am to 4.00pm  Steam Railway     
Weekend  -  Havenstreet. 

June 15th  6.00pm to 10.00pm Monthly meeting. 

July 20th   6.00pm to 10.00pm Monthly meeting. 

August 17th  6.00pm to 
10.00pm Monthly meeting. 

September 21st  6.00pm 10.00pm Monthly meeting. 

October 19th  6.00pm to 10pm Monthly meeting. 

October 27th  10.00am to 10.00pm Set up for     
Open Day. 

October 28th 8.00AM TO 5.00PM (CLOSE AT 
4.00PM)   

OPEN DAY WHITWELL VILLAGE HALL 

November 16th  6.00pm to 10.00pm Monthly   
meeting. 

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 

Dates and times may be subject to change, should 
this happen we will keep you informed via email 
or telephone.  

Dates to Diarise 

 



 
Station Road with stone  
walling and footpaths in 
place. Class 33 D6508 
heads a train at the             
up platform. 

SPRINGWOOD  ON  AVON 
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Over the last few weeks I have spent some time putting 
in a number of new hedges, stone walls, and footpaths 
along the sides of the roads. I have added some new 
signage to buildings, and generally tidied up a few areas 
that are awaiting further scenic work. There is still 
much to be done, as and when, in between working on 
other projects. 
 
Like most of us, I have purchased a number of loco-    
motives and carriages from the stock of our past      
members who sadly died last year. I have quickly       
discovered that the layout does not have the capacity to 
house it all. I added a couple of new storage sidings, but 
they are not adequate, and there is no room to put any 
more in. It must not look too overcrowded, so some 
stock is temporarily being stored off the layout. I guess I 
will eventually have to build another new layout or    
diorama, to house some of the overspill. Some of the 

original stock that was bought for Springwood on Avon 
has already been moved over to Folly Lodge or Cowes 
Town, and some currently stands at Tunnel Lane. I have 
another small end-to-end portable layout mapped out, 
with track and buildings positioned, but I have not   
started to assemble it properly onto its baseboard yet. 
Then there is the 009 project to do. So many projects... 
 
Oh yes, and this last weekend I acquired two more 
'Western' class 52 diesels within 48 hours. All of my 
others are Graham Fariish, but the two new purchases 
are Dapol. D1029 came through E-bay with weathering 
by TMC, and then I saw D1038 in green on a stall at the 
Southampton Model Railway Exhibition at Barton 
Peveril. 
 

Terry 

Progress Report January 2023 



 AMBERLEY  WHARF 
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This is the second layout I’ve won on eBay and I 

took the short trip across the water to              
Stubbington to pick it up back in November, just 

before our open day. Months before I had already 

decided to build an 00-9 layout and had already 

purchased some track, a couple of locos and some 
rolling stock. This layout solves two big problems 

I have, being a total novice at scenery and a   

shortage of available time. 

I discovered from the seller that he had not built 

the layout but had purchased it some months 

earlier and that he thought it had been displayed 

at an exhibition. 

Fortunately, being less than two feet wide it fitted 

on my fully reclined passenger seat with             

millimetres to spare. Once indoors, I connected 

an ancient Farish controller and very soon I was 

playing trains - most enjoyable! But I had now to 

return to finishing work on Tottleland ahead of 

the Open Day and then a week or so on North   

Island to see family and friends. 

On my return I took a closer look at this new     

layout. Wedged in one of the small shelves 

mounted on the backscene above the hidden 

passing loop I found a voucher for a free tea/

coffee at S&DMRC. This proved to be my key to 

the layout's history. I was pretty certain the slip 

of paper must relate to an exhibition and that 

S&DMRC must be in the south of England. The 

club in question turned out to be Sompting and 

District Model Railway Club and their exhibition 

back last May was reported in the Sussex Express 

with this photograph. 

So, the layout had a name - Foyle’s Wharf. Google 

then yielded much information! The layout build 

was started less than a year ago by Mike &     

Douglas Potter at Budget Model Railways in    

Eastbourne. Many of you must have come across  

these guys or at least viewed some of the near 

400 YouTube videos that they have made over 

the last 7 years. Three of those videos are on the 

Foyle’s Wharf layout, two on the build and the 

third about the completed layout. It appears that 

the layout was put up for sale on Ebay in June/

July and was probably bought by the gentleman 

from whom I purchased it.  

https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/news/people/sompting-and-district-model-railway-clubs-2022-exhibition-proves-best-yet-3694961


Colin  Mansell 
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I’ve settled on a new name for the layout after     

searching the south coast for ideas. The village of     

Amberley sits on the River Arun in West Sussex and 

has a mainline station. There must have been a 

wharf in Amberley as there is a grade II listed         

property called Wharf Cottage. Since settling on the 

name, I’ve discovered that Amberley has a museum 

with extensive outdoor facilities and a narrow gauge 

railway – must go there in the Spring! 

So, what next? The layout had its first outing to our 

January group meeting. It proved easy to transport 

and quick to set up. I have already made a start on 

my 2023 enhancements list. The visible track, which 

was N gauge, has been replaced by 009 gauge and 

the points have motors although not connected, as 

yet, to a control board. Other jobs to be done include 

the widening of the board at the back so as to be 

able to include a hidden fiddle yard with a new    

central tunnel and the replacement of the church 

plus more points of interest using more people and 

vehicles. 

 

Colin  

Here is how I see the track plan developing (10cm squares – dotted track hidden from view) 
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St. Richards 

There is little room for further construction on    

St. Richards. I did get some more scenic items for 

Christmas, flowers and trees, but the main        

addition to this is the ‘C’ class loco and Birdcage 

coaches that I won in the Open Day raffle. These 

will make a great addition to running as a       

Southern layout. My first thought though was that 

I had to convert to DCC. I lifted the coal off the 

tender and realised this required a Next 18 chip 

rather than the 6 pin. I also realised that this was 

already fitted with a speaker for sound operation! 

A call to Digitrains, and a suitable financial outlay 

(!) and the chip, loaded with the relevant sound 

files, arrived last week. 5 minutes later I had a 

sound fitted ‘C’ class and I am very impressed.        

I also found a supplier of etched loco-motive 

plates and for £6.50, I am waiting for a pair of 

nameplates for it, so it will sport the name ‘Peter 

Hands’ in brass with a red background. I hope   

Peter would be chuffed at this. I hope it will be 

able to run on the modular layout, and call at 

Magicombe Station. 

Island Lines 

A similar story here but the intention is to extend 

the layout at some time by putting a third section        

between the existing two. I did receive some boats 

and people to put in the sea at one of the beaches.  

Cwm Rheilffordd 

More progress has been made here. The picture 
shows the baseboard with some track laid. The    

inclines are by Scenecraft, but where two N gauge 

trains would be able to sit next to each other on 

one piece, OO-9 is too wide, so needed one incline 
per track. This has taken up a little bit more space 

than I expected so some adjustments will have to 

be made to the hills that will cover a lot of it. Santa 
was very kind and l now have a Badwin 10-12-D 

loco for it. I must now get this done so that I can 

run trains. The layout is very light, being on the 

Celotex type insulation board, Ecotherm, but track 
pins do not hold in it, hence the layer of cork 

which works well.  I hope it proves resilient in the 

long term.  

Paul  
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PORCHFIELD  PROGRESS 
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NOTICEBOARD 
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A new show for the Island 

To be held at the Steam Railway in  

Havenstreet over the weekend of  

13 & 14th May 2023 

 

 

We will be displaying the  

modular layout. 

 

http://www.modelrailiow.uk


Ronnie 

 
C A T O N 

 

Isle of Wight Layout News in brief 
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Been too cold really to do much on the 
railway. I have a snow plough in case 
things get worse. 

Lots of time spent investigating the 
latest batch of "donated" locos. All 
were declared "non runners" by      
Richard. Initial tests confirmed this. 
However it became obvious many were 
fitted with Digital Chips. Research 
showed they should still run on DC   
albeit not at best. Any movement at all 
would have been handy. 

One loco was semi assembled so I   
tested the motor with jump leads and it 
worked. My theory was that the chip 
would be received power but not   
transmitting it to the motor unless  
requested by the digital controller. 

After speaking to Paul No2, I took them 
over to his digital test track and after 
some knob twiddling most now run. 
Apparently early chips did not permit 
any response by the locos. 

Investigation now complete and results 
coming to the next meeting (plus a bag 
of bits!!). 

Paul  

Not much to report as I have been in 
the process of moving all my model 
railway ‘junk’ from one room to   
another. I’ve just realised how much 
I’ve accumulated over the years,      
especially odd bits of cardboard and 
styrofoam that I think will come in 
handy in the future (they often do –
well that’s my story anyway) so 
while I sort out my new railway 
room I‘ll be planning a micro layout 
for the Open Day.  

I’ve also been running my new     
purchases from Peter and Clem’s 
collections. A wonderful opportunity 
to acquire reasonably priced items 
but under sad circumstances.  

 
ROUND  THE   BEND 

This amazing Lego Island Line train was spotted online by Pete G 

We have been asked to provide 
name for the group’s modular 
layout for the Steam Railway 
weekend. 

 
Here are a few suggestions, can 
you come up with name? We can 
discuss at our next meeting and 
decide. 

ANY-RAIL 
WIGHT-RAIL 
GOING NOWHERE 
WHITWELL                                  
VECTIS RAIL 

 
Over to you to come up with a 
name. 

 

Richard  

 
??? ?? ??  

What’s in a name?  


